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1907. 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 
OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  annual 
Council  on  Thursday,  May  16.  Eighteen  ladies  in  all  being 
present. 

LADIES  PRESENT. 

Mrs.  Justine   Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Regent,  New  York, 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward,  Vice  Regent,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Ida   S.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  Christine  B.  Graham,  Vice  Regent,   Missouri. 

Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent,  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,   Vice   Regent,   New   York. 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Airs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent,  Nebraska. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  J.  J.   Wilder,   Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
Dear  Ladies: 

Again  we  meet  in  this  beloved  home  of  Washington,  dearer 
to  us  as  the  years  go  by.  As  we  arrive  here  again,  all  around  us 
breathes  of  the  beauty  of  flowers  and  trees  and  vines. 

Several  of  our  members  have  been  obliged  by  Grippe  to  re- 
main at  home.  Mrs.  Webb  and  our  dear  Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs. 
Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  in  Furore.  Mrs.  Leiter,  in 
her  dee})  grief,  could  not  he  with  us. 


Alas!  one  of  our  circle,  dear  Mrs.  Denby,  has  been  taken  t> 
the  Paradise  above,  where  ail  happiness  surrounds  her.  Her  char- 
acter was  beautiful,  and  her  intimate  friend,  Mrs.  Hudson  will 
>iell  us  of  her  loving-  nature. 

Mount  Vernon  is  in  its  greatest  beauty;  one  week  later  in 
IMay  has  given  us  a  charming,  tempting  climate. 

As  our  usual  Council  has  always  met  on -the  second  Thursday, 
which  happened  to  be  on  the  date  of  the  Jamestown  celebration, 
I  thought  best  to  postpone  our  Council  till  the  following  week, 
and  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  delegation  to  rep- 
resent Mount  Vernon,  as  surely  no  State,  but  Virginia,  is  more 
•closely  identified  with  our  beloved  Washington,  both  by  birth- 
right  and  by  the  glory  of  founding:  our  country,  ruling  our  gov- 
ernment as  President  with  justice  and  dignity,  with  a  renown 
acknowledged  by  even-'  nation   of  the  globe. 

The  great  work  of  this  year  has  been  the  strengthening  of 
ihe  Mansion,  from  cellar  to  roof.  The  expense  has  been  large,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  perfect  structure,  as  was  the  order 
•of  last  Council,  no  detail  has  been  neglected.  All  this  work  was 
-'accomplished  and  so  arranged  that  neither  Mansion  nor  grounds 
■were  closed  to  visitors.  Ail  has  gone  well  upon  tiie  estate  through 
the  year.  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  cows — $70  a  head— no 
new  cows  have  been  purchased:  meantime  we  are  using  excellent. 
pure  milk  supplied  from  tin1  herd  of  a  neighboring  farmer. 

Our  financial  affairs,  notwithstanding  our  large  outlay,  leave 
us  a  good  margin.  Obtaining  this  knowledge  from  our  Treasure:, 
I  felt  that  our  circle  of  workers  who  have  helped  to  restore  this 
place  (many  of  whom  longed  to  visit  the  Jamestown  Kxposition, 
but  did  not  feel  justified  in  paying  the  always  double  or  triple 
juices  of  this  trip),  1  sent  word  to  inform  the  seven  delegates  that 
.their  expeaises  would  be  paid  by  our  Association.  They  responded 
xnost  gratefully.  I  then  appointed  Mrs.  Ball  as  chairman,  she 
facing  a  resident  of  Richmond,  and  she  has  spared  no  trouble  to 
make  it  a  great  success  for  her  co-Vice  Regents. 

The  visitors  of  this  year  have  been  less  in  number  than  tho^e 
of  last  year.  There  were  many  distinguished  and  interesting 
visitors,  among  those  in  May  being  His  Highness  the  Maharajah 
Ciaekwar  Prince  of  Baroda,  and  his  wife.  In  June  we  had  visitors 
from   the   Society   of  the   War  of   1812,   when   a   hickory   tree   was 


planted  by  them  on  the  lawn  north  of  the  Mansion.  Later  cama 
a  very  large  excursion  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
America.  In  August,  although  scarcely  a  day  without  rain,  the 
remarkable  number  of  eleven  thousand  (11,000)  visitors  was  regis- 
tered. 

In  November  the  Fraternity  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  brought 
a  maple  tree  from  the  campus  of  the  Miami  University  of  Ohio. 
It  is  placed  between  the  Tomb  and   the  wharf. 

In  February  floral  tributes  were  brought  from  the  Citizens 
Committee  from  Alexandria  in  honor  of  AVashington's  birthday; 
also  from  the  Mexican  Ambassador  and  from  representatives  of  the 
Slavonic  Society  of  Moscow. 

The  usual  annual  gift  of  two  flags  arrived  from  the  Mae- 
Fadden  factories  in  time  for  the  22d. 

On  the  10th  of  April  the  Children  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion were  here  in  force,  and  our  Superintendent  gave  them  per- 
mission to  place  a  handsome  wreath  on  Washington's  sarcophagus. 

I  must  not  forget  that  cm  the  15th  of  August  two  boxes  of 
cut  flowers  were  sent  from  the  Mount  Vernon  garden  to  our 
Founder's  grave  in  South  Carolina. 

Our  ever  faithful  friend,  Mr.  William  F.  Havermeyer  of 
New  York,  presented  us  with  an  original  map,  drawn  by  Wash- 
ington, of  the  Mount  Vernon  estate. 

A  copy  of  Burns'  poems  was  sent  us  by  Mrs.  Carnegie,  and 
from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Alabama,  an  engraved  sketch  of  Washing- 
ton. 

A  gift  of  five  volumes  of  "Letters  to  Washington1'  was  pre- 
sented through  me  to  our  Association  by  Miss  J.  Boudinot,  to  be 
placed  in  the  bookcase  of  Washington.  This  valuable  work  was 
collaborated  by  the  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 

The  brass  rubbings  from  the  Washingtons'  tombs  in  Eugland 
were  neatly  framed  and  placed  in  Cue  Library. 

From  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  D.  Pierce,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was 
received  a  quaint  old  music  book  entitled  "Anthems  to  George 
Washington.1' 

A  water  color  drawing  was  sent  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Peacock  of  Lon- 
•don,  England,  of  the  Washington  Cottage,  at  Bring'ton,  and  a  pho- 
nograph of  Sulgrave  Manor. 

Our  generous  friend,  Mrs.  Hearst  sent,  at  the  Christmas  holi- 
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days,   tho  sum   of  one  hundred   and   ten   dollars   ($110.00)    to  the 
servants  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  amount  of  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  given  by  Council  to 
old  Hammond,  the  late  guard  at  the  Tomb,  was  a  great  comfort 
to  him  in  his  last  illness. 

I  must  not  close  without  telling  you  that  a  gentleman  from 
Ottawa,  Canada,  asked  for  a  bit  of  wood  from  a  tree  planted 
here  by  request  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  (no^v 
King  Edward  the  Seventh).  He  wished  to  incorporate  it  in  a 
book  case,  commemorative  of  the  Prince's  visit  in  1S60,  to  be  sent 
to  the  King. 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  Boat  Company  has  resumed 
the  selling  of  coupon  tickets,  including  the  Mount  Vernon  en- 
trance fee,  and  thus  we  are  relieved  from  the  unsatisfactory 
method  of  collecting  the   fee  at  our  wharf. 

The  health  of  our  ofheers  during  the  year  has  been  good, 
notwithstanding  intense  heat,  rain  storms  of  three  or  four  weeks' 
duration,  and  finally  the  visit  of  Grippe. 

AH  is  harmony  and  good  will. 

Among  our  employees,  two  of  the  men  left,  on  account  of 
bettering  themselves  by  higher  wages.  Others,  however,  were 
found  at  once,  and  all  is  peace. 

With  t lie  blessed  word  Peace  I  conclude  my  report,  adding 
loving  good  wishes  to  our  dear  circle, of  Mount  Vernon  sisters, 
with  the  hope  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  preserve  and 
strengthen    us    in   all  good   work. 

JUSTINE   V.  R.   TOWNSEND. 

The  following  memorial  was  then   read: 

IN    MEMORY    OF    MRS.    MARTHA    FITCH    DENBY,    VICE 
REGENT  FOR  INDIANA. 

Let  Mrs.  Denby's  last  letter  to  me  speak  for  her.  After 
expressing  her  regret  that  illness  prevented  her  attendance  at 
Council  she  writes,  "I  feel  that  to  attend  Council  is  a  sacred  duty, 
nothing  but  a  visitation  of  Providence  could  keep  me  away.  I 
hope  that  in  God's  goodness  I  shall  be  permitted  to  meet  with 
you  all  next  May,  and  that  none  may  be  missing  from  the  circle. 
1  feel  a  softening  of  the  heart   for  every  human  being  connected 
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with  the  dear  old  place.     Remember  me,  with   love,  to  my  dear 
colleagues." 

This  is  the  affectionate  farewell  from  our  dear  Vice  Regent 
for  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Denby  "in  God's  goodness"  passed  away  on  December 
26th,  1906. 

She  was  wont  to  say  that  the  crowning  honor  and  <pride  of  her 
life  was  having  succeeded  her  mother  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation. What  was  her  enthusiastic  love  for  Mount  Vernon  we 
all  know. 

A  woman  of  warm  heart  and  sympathy,  gifted  with  unusuil 
mental  endowment  and  unfailing  energy,  she  was  well  fitted  for 
her  life  of  broad  association  and  activity,  both  in  this  country, 
where  her  husband  — The  Hon.  Charles  Denby  tilled  a  large  spa^e 
in  public  life,  and  also  in  China,  when  as" Minister  Peuipotentiary 
for  the  United  States,  Mr.  Denby  represented  his  country  for 
twelve  years  and  was  Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 

In  all  these  prominent  positions  Mrs.  Denby  won  the  respect, 
admiration  and  love  of  all  within  her  reach,  particularly  in  China, 
where  her  influence  was  far-reaching. 

From  this  brilliant  existence  Mrs.  Denby  came  to  us  with  her 
simple  tastes,  her  retiring,  unassuming  manner,  her  patriotic  de- 
votion to  her  duties  here,  a  true  woman,  unspoiled  by  success  and 
Luij  py,  loving  and  beloved. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 


STATE  REPORTS. 

ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  visits  made  to  schools, 
and  the  distribution  of  Mount  Vernon  literature.  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Johnson,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  has  presented  to  the  Asso- 
ciation a  short  historic  sketch  of  Washington  which  was  compiled 
and  engraved'  by  himself,  and  framed  in  solid  old  mahogany. 

Respecf ully  submitted, 

LIZZIE   JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent. 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 
Xo  report. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

I  must  plead  my  usual  excuse:  absence  from  my  country,  as 
reason  for  so  meagre  a  report  of  work  done  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Beyond   circulating   reports  little  1ms  been  accomplished. 

An  attempt  to  plant  Mount  Vernon  ivy  at  the  public  school 
in  the  village  of  Stratford  was  made. 

]n  conjunction  with  Mrs.  Denby,  our  late  Vice  Regent  for 
Indiana,  a  carpet  has  been  'provided  for  the  Superintendent's 
office. 

Following  request  of  council  to  continue  the  search  for  "Loss- 
ing's  Life  of  Washington"  I  have  simply  ascertained  that  this 
book  is  out  of  print.  Should  Council  so  order,  there  remains  the 
advertising  for  copies  of  the  work  in  "Publishers'  Weekly," 
which  I  am  assured  would  bring  offers  from  dealers  in  old  books 
throughout  the  country.  The  cost  of  each  insertion  of  the  adver- 
tisement  would  be  thirty  cents. 

Mrs.  "Win.  E.  Ver"  Planck,  of  Fishkill-on-Hudson,  begs  leave 
to  supply  to  the  Mount  Vernon  garden  plants  of  the  York  and 
Lancaster  rose.  To  those  plants  attach  a  certain  interest  in  com- 
ing from  the  "Mount  Gulian"  estate,  in  whose  mansion  General 
Washington   founded  the  order  of  the  ''Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

At  my  villa  on  the  Island  of  Capri,  Italy,  I  gave  a  reception 
on  the  '22il  of  February,  which  was  well  attended  by  American  and 
English  residents.  Views  of  Mount  Vernon  were  distributed  to 
the  guests  assembled  under  the  folds  of  our  tlag.  "To  the  Memory 
of  Washington"  was  drank,  standing  and  in  silence. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for   Connecticut. 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware  has  no  report  of  wrork  done  in 
her  State  during   the  past   year,  but  she  is  glad  to  have  this  op- 
portunity   to    tell    you    cf    the    interest    which    Delawareans    have 
shown  in  the  work  of  this  Association.     In  response  to  a  request 
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made  by  the  Delaware  Colonial  Dailies  at  their  last  annual  meet- 
ing slit'  promised  them  for  their  plantation  of  historical  trees,  a 
young  oak  from  Mount  Vernon.  The  Vice  Regent  had  the  honor 
of  being  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Regent  to  rep- 
resent this  Association  at  the  Jamestown  Island  celebrations,  on 
the  eleventh  and  thirteenth  of  May. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS, 

Vice   Regent'. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 
As  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting,  for 
Mr.  Charles  Edgeworth  Jones,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  a  marble 
bust  of  Wellington,  that  was  the  property  of  his  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Philoelea  E.  Ere,  the  honored  first  "Vice  Regent  for  Georgia, 
and  which  Mr.  Jones  begs  to  present  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association  of  the   Union,   with   his   cordial   compliments. 

Through  the  kindness  of  our  beloved  Regent  I  was  one  of  the 

delegation     to     represent     the    Association    at    the    ceremonies    at 

Jamestown  on   the   11th   instant,  and   will  always  feel  grateful  +o 

have  'participated    in    that    most    interesting   and    solemn    occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  PAGE   WILDER,       . 
Vice   Regent. 

.    KANSAS    STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas  reports  a  growing  interest  in 
Mount   Vernon  and  the  Association  throughout  the   State. 

Requests  for  information  about  Mount  Vernon  are  constantly 
being  made  by  sell:  ols,  clubs  and  libraries. 

The  annual  gift  of  one  dollar  from  the  patriotic  friend  of 
Mount  Veinm  at  Lola,  Kansas,  is  the  only  money  received  and  is 
held  in  the  Kansas  fund. 

The  oak  seedlings  sent  last  year  to  Ottawa  are  alive  and 
doing  well. 

Reports  have  been  distributed  to  historical  societies  and 
libraries  and  requests  tor  tiles  have  been  made  which  I  could  not 
supply.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice  Regrent. 
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KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  to  report  a  gift  to  Mount  Vernon  from  Mr.  Charles 
Hand  Ball,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  a  small  loek  of  General  Wash- 
ington's hair,  which  was  for  some  years  loaned  to  the  collection 
in  Independence  Hall,  by  the  owner,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hobart,  afterwards 
withdrawn  and  given  to  Mr.  Ball.  I  have  his  letter,  with  the 
history  of  this  relic,  which  he  wishes  to  present  to  the  Association. 

I  also  wish  to  present,  subject  to  approval  of  the  committee 
on  relics,  a  teas]  con  rrade  by  Paul  Revere.  This  is  one  of  a  set 
which  has  been  in  my  family  since  its  purchase  from  the  famous 
patriot  and  silversmith.  It  has  his  mark  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  its  genuineness. 

I  also  present  to  the  Library  Committee  a  book  of  maps, 
published  a  hundred  years  ago  in  connection  with  a  life  of  Wash- 
ington, showing  the  several  operations  of  the  American  and  Brk- 
ish  armies  during  the  Revolution,  and  containing  an  interesting 
list  of  names  of  the  subscribers  to  this  work. 

I  am  gratified  by  the  deep  interest  shown  in  my  State  in  the 
work  of  the  Association,  being  constantly  questioned  in  regard  to 
it,  and  hearing  from  the  many  who  visit  Mount  Vernon  the  most 
unstinted  praise  of  the  beautiful  restoration  of  the  heme  of  Wash- 
ington. I  have  also  received  several  gifts  for  the  Kentucky  room, 
one  being  $20.00  from  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 
ceremonies  of  the  11th  and  loth  of  May  at  Jamestown  Island, 
where  by  the  request  of  our  Regent  we  represented  the  Mount 
Vernon   Association.  Respectfully  submitted, 

MARC. AR ETTA   BA R R ET, 

Vice   Regent. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 
I  have  but  little  to  report  as  I  was  uncertain  whether  I  won  d 
be  able  to  attend  Council  until  the  last   moment. 

I  distributed  to  our  libraries  and  newspapers  the  Mount   Ver- 
non reports  of  10(H).     1   have  had  bound   the  minutes  of  the  Grand 
Councils  up   to  date   -3  volumes— and  also  one  volume  containing 
all  the  early  papers,  to  he  placed  in  the  Library  for  reference. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

IDA   C.   RICHARDSON, 

Vice  Regent. 
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The  bound  volume  of  early  papers  contains: 

Washington's  Will. 

Some  of  the  Secret  troubles  of  Washington,  when  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, read  before  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  De- 
troit, December  2,  1896,  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Clapp  Pitkin. 

Christianity:  the  key  to  the  character  and  career  of  Wash- 
ington. A  discourse  before  the  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  of  the  Union,  at  Pohick  Church,  May,  1S86, 
by  Philip  Slaughter,  I).  D.,  Historian  of  the  Diocese  of 
Virginia. 

The  Maternal  Ancestry  and  Nearest  Kin  of  Washington. 
A  monograph,  Washington,  1SS5. 

George  Washington  as  an  Inventor  and  Promoter  of  the 
Useful  Arts.  \\n  address  by  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  I).,  1891. 

Rules  of  Civility.     Copied  by  George  Washington. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  reports  the  distribution  of  reports  and 
memorials  of  Miss  Cunningham  to  libraries  and  private  individuals 
throughout  the  State.  In  all  cases  they  have  been  acknowledged 
with  interest.  Mrs.  Daniel  B.  Ridgely  presents  a  pitcher  portrait 
of   Washington 'for  the   Maryland   room. 

Last  June  an  effort  was  made  to  furnish  ivy  plants,  for  the 
ceremonies  of  l 'planting  the  ivy"  during  commencement  week  at 
the  Woman's  College.  Through  a  misunderstanding  the  plants 
were  not  used  and  were  afterwards  sent  to  Ashby  to  be  planted  on 
the  grave  of  our  late  Vice  Regent,  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough. 

The  Vice  Regeir  has  requested  the  Trustees  of  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins University  to  plant  a  group  of  historic  oaks  from  Mount 
Vernon   among   their   shade   trees. 

Photographs  of  a  private  collection  of  Washington  relies  and 
miniatures  have  been  secured  from  the  owner,  a  descendant  of 
Mrs.  Washington,  and  if  acceptable  to  the  Relic  Committee  will 
be  given  to  the  Mount  Vernon  collection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

Vice  Regent. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  with  much  regret 
that    continued    illness    prevents    her   doing    any    active    work    for 
Mount  Vernon  at  present. 
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As  far  as  possible  she  endeavors  to  keep  the  interest  in  the 
work  alive  in  her  State  and  the  reports  are  carefully  distributed 
every  year. 

She    takes   pleasure    in   offering    the   Association   an    Heraldic 
painting   of    the   Washington    Coat-of-Arms,    presented    to    Mount 
Vernon  by  Mrs.  George  R.  Strait  of  Everett,,  Massachusetts. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW. 
,  Vice   Regent. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  generous  contribution 
from  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($300.00).  The  interest  is  stimulated  in  the  work  of  this  society 
by  the  able  officers  who  have  had  its  management  at  heart  from 
the  organization  of  the  Society  in  1SS7.  The  President  for  the 
past  year  was  Mrs.  William  J.  Chittenden,  a  woman  of  splendid 
qualities,  whose  active  work  en  Christian  and  'patriotic  lines  en- 
deared her  to  the  community  in  which  she  lived.  It  was  at  her 
house  that  a  brilliant  entertainment  was  given  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last.  She  delayed  her  departure  for  the  South  until  after 
this  event  to  which  her  influence  and  presence  contributed  great 
success.  Mrs.  Chittenden  was  called  back  to  Detroit  prematurely 
by  the  illness  of  a  son  and  was  herself  taken  so  ill  on  the  way  that 
she  could  go  no  further  than  Chicago,  where  the  end  came  of  her 
beautiful  life. 

Mrs.  Chittenden's  successor  is  Mrs.  Arthur  Parker,  who  comes 
of  old  colonial  lineage  and  for  whom  it  can  be  claimed  that  she  U 
a  worthy  descendant  of  her  worthy  ancestor  who  took  part  in  the 
"Boston  Tea  Party." 

In  addition  to  the  three  hundred  dollars  contributed  by  the 
Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  a  check  for  fifty  dollars  was  sent 
as  a  contribution  to  the  Pohick  Church  restoration  fund. 

The  Vice  Regent  is  very  grateful  to  our  Regent  that  she  was 
permitted  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  at  Jamestown,  which 
were  very  impressive,  and  all  who  participated  were  made  to  feel 
that  they  were  celebrating  the  birth  of  a  free,  Christian  nation  in 
a  new  world.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice  Regent. 
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MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
'  The  annual  donation  of  ton  dollars  from  the  Society  of  Colon- 
ial  Dames  of  America    in   Minnesota   has   boon   received. 

Reports  of  last  Council  wore  distributed  in  oiy  State;  also  a 
number  of  copies  of  the   Historical   sketch  of   Miss  Cunningham, 
who  inspired  the  women  of  the  United  States  with  the  idea  of  the 
purchase  and  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANORAU, 

Vice  Regent. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  has  given  three  framed  photo- 
graphs of  the  Mansion  to  public  schools  in  St.  Louis.  Twenty- 
five  dollars  was  received  from  the  St.  Loiiis  Chapter  of  the  D.  A. 
R.;  also  fifty  dollars  for  the  Contingent  Fund  from  Miss  C.  A. 
Graham. 

The  Vice  Regent  was  privileged  to  take  part  in  the  beautiful 
ceremonies  at  Jamestown  as  a  delegate  from  Mount  Vernon,  and 
feels  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  express  her  full  ap- 
preciation of  the  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 

Vice  Regent 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  May  15th,  1907: 

Illness  in  her  family  and  absence  caused  thereby  has  pre- 
vented her  from  giving  active  attention  to  duties  in  connection  with 
Mount  Vernon,  and  prevented  attending  the  annual  meeting  held 
in  May,  100G. 

Many  of  the  citizens  and  particularly  the  women  of  Nebraska 
feel  an  interest  in  the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  when 
the  facts  are  known  highly  approve  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Regents,  who  are  exercising  care  and  control  over  the  estates  of 
George  Washington. 

There  has  been  no  effort  made  to  collect  money  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  property,  but  a  voluntary  contribution  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars  was  made  by  Mrs.  Joslyn  of  Omaha,  an  apprecia- 
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tive  visitor  who  was  impressed  by  what  lias  been  done.  This 
amount  has  been  turned  over  to  the  'Regent,  and  the  Vice  Regent 
asks  that  she  recognize  the  same  by  asknowledgement  to  Mrs. 
Joslyn,  and  that  the  amount  be  placed  in  the  contingent  fund  for 
Nebraska,  with  fifty  dollars  heretofore  collected. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

REBEKAH  S.  MANDERSON. 

Vice  Regent. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  has  very  little  to  report  fro  id 
her  State  this  year,  as  she  has  not  asked  for  any  contributions. 
She  has  received  ten  dollars  from  the  Boudinot  Chapter  of  the. 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Elizabeth,  and  three- 
dollars  from  othei    friends  of  Mount  Vernon. 

She  has   listri'nuted  copies  of  reports  to  the  New  Jorsey  His- 
torical Society  i«nd  to  othei   persons  interested  in  Mount  Vernon. 
and  feels  sure   that   New   Jersey   will  always  respond    to   anv   call 
made  upon  her  in  the  int?:ests  of  the  Association. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

Vice  Regent. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  being  absent  in  Spain  last 
year  wishes  added  to  this  year's  report  the  valuable  and  interest- 
ing books  given  by  a  friend  to  Mt.  Vernon  li Sentimental  and 
[Masonic  Magazine"  from  July  1702  to  December,  179 J.  inclusive, 
five  volumes,  George  Washington's  copy,  with  his  autograph  on  the 
title  page.  This  set  was  presented  to  General  Washington  by  the 
proprietor,  John  Jones;  and  Stephen's  Philadelphia  Directory  for 
1796.  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vice  Regent  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  from  a  generous 
friend  an  old  china  Cincinnati  plate,  a  piece  from  the  service  pre- 
sented to  Washington  by  the  French  officers  at  the  time  of  his 
election  as  first  President  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  is 
the  same  set  that  passed  down  through  the  Curtis  family  to  the 
family  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  some  pieces  of  which  were  left 
at   Arlington. 

I  had  the  pkasure  to  be  present  as  one  of  the  Vice  Regents 


of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Regent  to  represent  the  Mount 
Vernon    Association   at    the   Jamestown    Island   celebration. 
R espectf u  1 1  v  s t; ' imitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND,. 

•  Vice  Regent. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

During  the  past  year  the  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has 
distributed  a  number  of  the  memorials  to  Miss  Cunningham  to 
friends  whom  she  regrets  to  say  seem  to  have  a  lamentable  lack  of 
knowledge  as  to  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  in  1S5S  by  the  La- 
dies' Mount  Vernon  Association. 

.It  has  been  suggested  to  the  chairman  of  the  Prize  Essay  Com- 
mittee that  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  give 
Mount  Vernon-on-the  Potomac  as  the  colonial  subject  to  be  com- 
peted for  by   the  children   of  the   public  schools   in   Pennsylvania. 

Early  in  the  winter  a  letter  was  received  from  England, 
written  by  Miss  E.  P.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia,  telling  of  an  old 
mirror  owned  by  the  descendants  of  Admiral  Thomas  Ball  Sulli- 
van, 0.  P>.,  who  captured  it  from  the  White  House  when  the  city 
of  Washington  was  sacked  by  the  British  in  1514.  The  accom- 
panying letters  will  give  the  history  of  this  interesting  relic  and 
the  willingness  of  the  heirs  to  return  it. 

The  Washington  bed  spread  ordered  by  Council  to  be  mend- 
ed is  again  at  Mount  Vernon,  repaired  and  cleaned. 

The  Vice  Regent  of  Pennsylvania  takes  pleasure  in  present- 
ing a  quaint  wrought  iron  iron-stand  with  the  head  of  Washington 
worked  into  it.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 

'  Vice  Regent. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  during  the  past  year 
endeavored  to  spread  a  more  accurate  understanding  of  the  sacred 
work  at  Mount  Vernon  and  to  arouse  in  the  children  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  State  a  patriotic  enthusiasm  for  the  home  of  the 
Greatest  American. 
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The  Vice  Regent,  through  the  kind  courtesy  of  the  Regent  had 
the  great  pleasure  and  privilege  of  visiting  Jamestown  and  taking 
part  in  the  beautiful  services  at  the  presentation  of  the  restored 
church  of  the  first  settlers.  It  was  a  scene  to  thrill  the  coldest 
heart  and  will  always  be  a  proud  memory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE, 

Vice  Regent. 

TENNESSEE  .STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

TEXAS  STATE.REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  regrets  that  she  cannot  be  present 
at  this  Council  and  that  she  has  done  so  little  for  Mount  Vernon 
during  the  past  year. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Association  have  been  distributed 
throughout  the  State. 

The  Colonial  Dames  in  Texas  have  sent  a  contribution  of 
$25.00,  and  Miss  White's  School,  of  Austin,  >5.00.  The  money 
will  be  used  for  building  the  wall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent, 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has  received  twenty-five  dollars 
from  the  Old  Dominion  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  to  be  used  in  furnishing  dimity  hangings  for  General 
Washington's  bed  and  window  curtains. 

I  have  received  as  a  loan  one  of  Mrs.  Washington's  dining 
room  chairs,  given  to  Dr.  Thomas  Miller  of  Washington,  D.  C,  by 
his  old  friend  and  patient,  Mrs.  Tobias  Lear,  widow  of  Washing- 
ton's private  secretary,  and  niece  of  Mrs.  Washington.  This 
chair  is  to  be  placed  in  General  Washington's  bed  room,  and  is 
loaned  by  Dr.  Miller's  daughters,  Mrs.  Sterling  Ma-day,  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur Fendall,  and  Miss  Virginia  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  have  received  from  Mrs.  Lyster,  of  Michigan,  a  beautifully 
netted  fringe  to  be  sewed  upon  the  ancient  bed  spread  presented 
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last  year  by  Mrs.  Lyster,  to  be  placed  upon  General  Washington's 
bed. 

I  feel  myself  most  highly  honored  in  being  appointed  by  th& 
Regent  chairman  of  the  Delegation  of  Twelve  Vice  Regents  te> 
attend  the  celebrations  at  Jamestown  Island. 

I  have  submitted  my  report  as  chairman  of  this  committee,, 
but  I  here  desire  to  record  that  in  Virginia  great  honor  was  ac- 
corded to  the  Vice  Regents  from  Mount  Vernon.  Governor  and 
Mrs.  Swanson  received  them  officially  and  entertained  them  royally. 
The  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  also  the  Society  of  Col- 
onial Dames  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  Association  for  the 
Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities,  each  gave  them  welcome  and. 
place  of  honor,  and  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  tools- 
its  proper  place  in  this  great  anniversary  celebration. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

Vice  Regent", 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  desires  to  express  her 
great  pleasure  in  being  of  the  delegation  to  represent  Mount  Ver- 
non at  Jamestown  Island,  May  13th,  where  the  courtesy  of  the 
A.  P.  V.  A.  and  of  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and  o£ 
the  Virginians  whom  we  met.  was  beyond  all  expression. 

The  reports  and  some  copies  of  the  life  of  Miss  Cunningham, 
have  been  distributed, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent- 
Council  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Following   the   reading   of   the   State   reports   the   Superinten- 
dent, Mr.  Dodge,  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

April  30,,  1907. 
*      To   the   Regent    and   Vice   Regents, 

.  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
Ladies: 

My  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1907,  which  I 
have   now   the   honor  of  presenting,   is,   in   many  respects,   not  sa 
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gratifying  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  visitors, 
92,501,  was  8,556  short,  which  falling  off  may  have  been  clue,  in 
great  measure,  to  two  causes,  viz. — the  new  interstate  commerce 
law  which  greatly  affected  passenger  traffic  by  rail;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  the  Jamestown  Exposition,  causing  visitors  to  delay  their 
pilgrimage  to  Mount  Vernon  until  this  year.  No  doubt  the  travel 
this  summer  will  more  than  compensate  for  the  deficit. 

MANSION   REPAIRS. 

The  most  important  matter  to  have  attention  was,  of  course, 
the  strengthening  of  this  building  to  withstand  the  strain  of  the 
increasing  numbers  of  visitors.  Immediately  after  Council  ad- 
journed I  arranged  with  Mr.  Bernard  R.  Green,  the  well  known 
■engineer,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Pilling,  architect  and  builder,  to  make  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  Mansion  with  the  view  of  determining 
on  a  plan  of  procedure.  These  experts  made  a  careful  search  for 
defects,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  from  what  was  in  sight,  and  as 
a  result  of  their  preliminary  examination  they  reported  that 
while  it  might  be  wise  to  stiffen  the  framework  by  providing  extra 
supports  there  was  nothing  they  could  then  see  to  indicate  the 
immediate  neeessitry  for  such  precaution.  It  was  decided,  how- 
ever, to  relieve  certain  pressures  by  inserting  several  steel  girders 
where  most  needed  and  where,  fortunately  they  could  be  entirely 
hidden  from  view.  This  has  all  been  satisfactorily  accomplished, 
as  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to  point  out  when  you  make  your  regular 
inspection. 

Space  in  this  report  does  not  admit  ol  a  detailed  description 
of  all  that  was  done  to  add  to  the  strength  and  durability  of  the 
Mansion. 

In  the  course  of  the  work  we  made  careful  notes  and  measure- 
ments of  every  timber  and  feature  of  original  construction  when 
revealed. 

From  these  notes  1  drew  a  plan  to  "scale  and  have  made  a 
skeleton  model  to  enable  me  to  better  explain  the  character  of  the 
original  Mount  Vernon  villa  built  in  1743  by  Lawrence  Washing- 
ton; the  additions  made  (17S5)  by  George  Washington,  and  the 
repairs  accomplished  by  your  Association  since.  It  should  prove 
very  useful  in  any  future  work  where  the  position  and  bearing  of 
important  original   timbers  enter  into   the  calculation. 

The  accomplishment  of  the  most  important  structural  repairs 
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was  followed  by  essential  work  on  ceilings,  walls  and  wood  trim- 
mings. 

The  ancient  paneling  was  much  cracked  from  shrinkage  and 
unequal  settlement  years  ago;  the  stucco  ornamentation  of  the 
Dining  Room,  Parlor  and  Banquet  Hall  had  become  very  dry  and, 
in  parts,  loose. 

A  general  and  thorough  overhauling  of  all  the  lower  rooms 
(except  the  library)  has  restored  the  freshness  and  attractive  ef- 
fects of  original  tints. 

The  paper  for  covering  the  walls  above  the  main  stairway  I 
had  to  order  especially,  and  in  doing  so  endeavored  to  reproduce 
the  exact  colors,  as  well  as  pattern,  of  what  Washington  saw  here. 
The  "blocks"  for  this  paper,  you  will  remember,  we  have  copy- 
righted. For  the  hall  and  stairway  near  Washington's  room  we 
had  a  supply  of  the  unique  paper  such  as  was  used  there  last. 

To  give  this  covering  a  firmer  contact  with  the  plaster,  at  the 
same  time  strengthening  the  plaster  to  resist  hard  usage,  cotton 
was  laid  on  first  as  a  base  for  the  paper. 

It  may  be  wondered  how  we  managed,  while  the  repairs  were 
in  progress,  to  give  visitors  a.  chance  to  inspect  the  house.  As  far 
as  possible  I  avoided  closing  more  than  one  room  at  a  time  and  not 
once  did  I  hear  a  complaint.  On  the  contrary  there  were  many 
commendations  for  the  effort  of  the  Association  to  preserve  Wash- 
ington's  home. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

Resides  the  special  and  very  absorbing  work  in  the  Mansion, 
the  following  will  give  an  idea  of  what  repairs  were  required  in 
other  directions : 

Defective  shingles  (indicated  by  slight  leaks  in  some  of  the 
buildings)    were   replaced. 

Storm  damage  to  silo  roof  was  corrected. 

The  lavatory  tank  was  strengthened  and  a  new  bath  tub  found 
necessary.     This  room  was  painted. 

The  cellar  of  one  of  the  cabins  was  concreted  and  plaster 
walls  j  atched. 

Staging  of  greenhouses  had  to  be  rebuilt  and  soil  renewed 
as  usual. 

The  kitchen  cement  floor  was  resurfaced  and  the  walls  painted. 
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Calcimine  was  applied  in  the  lower  rooms  of  Quarters,  the 
"watch  room,  the  gate  house,  the  office,  the  upper  halls  of  the  Man- 
sion  and   the   Spinning  House. 

Board  fences,  rail  fences  and   wire  fences  were  repaired. 

The  interior  of  the  rose  house  was  painted,  also  the  roofs  of 
.the  ice  house,  the  palm  house  and  some  of  the  sheds. 

Eave  gutters  and  down  spouts  received  their  share  of  at- 
tention. 

Whitewashing  of  fences,  walls,  stables,  chicken  house,  cabins, 
etc.,  was  not  overlooked. 

Wire  screens  for  doors  and  windows  were  inspected  and  re- 
paired. 

A  non-freezing  pump  was  provided  for  the  kitchen  well,  and 
a  new  footvalve  was  attached  to  the  suction  pipe  in  cistern. 

The  sentry  box  at  Tomb  was  repaired,  painted  and  provided 
■  with  a  small  stove. 

Hotbed  sash   was  reglazed   and  strengthened. 
.  Farm  implements   were  protected  from   rust. 
'.  The.  library   porch,   the  summer  house,   steps  of  smoke  house 
arid  other  buildings  needed  correction. 

Some  veneering  of  furniture  in  the  Mansion  was  replaced, 
articles  cleaned,  and  door  locks  overhauled. 

A  slight  change  in  the  boiler  connection  with  the  new  range 
was  necessary,  and  defect  in  kitchen  drain  corrected. 

Farming  operations  last  season  were  attended  by  most  dis- 
couraging conditions.  The  various  crops  were  planted  satisfac- 
torily but  the  unusual  prevalence  ol'  rain  rendered  proper  culti- 
vation  out  of  the  question. 

The  rank  growth  of  weeds  choked  everything;  potatoes  rotted 
in  the  ground;  oats  were  ruined  by  rust,  and  lor  want  of  sun  bay 
oould  not  be  cured. 

Eighteen  acres  of  com  yielded  but  430'  bushels.  The  oats  wete 
not  worth  threshing  so  were  \\d  in  sheaf;  twelve  acres  of  pea 
hay  cured  out  only  half  of  what  it  should.  We  Hailed  considerable 
rye  and  saved  the  straw  for  bedding.  Fain  six  acres  oi'  ensilage 
corn  we  packed  our  silo  two  thirds  full.  Two  small  patches  of 
.teosinte  were  grown  experimentally  and  came  in  use  when  pas- 
.  tures  were  exhausted.     In  the  autumn  1  made  two  sowings  of  rye, 
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the  first  showed  an  indifferent  start  because  of  sour  soil;  the 
second  did  much  better.     This  spring  we  are  grazing  the  rye. 

Favorable  opportunities  during  the  winter  were  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  plowing  fields  intended  for  cultivation  this  year. 

The  need  of  lime  to  sweeten  the  soil  after  its  drenching  last 
summer  is  very  great.  Council  appropriated  liberally  for  lime  but 
we  could  not  ship  it  here  because  terminal  facilities  (Electric 
Railway)  for  handling  it  were  lacking.  There  is  prospect  of  ft 
better  chance  in  the  near  future. 

The  bard-yard  compost  has  been  applied  to  land  where  corn 
will  be  planted,  also  to  the  gardens. 

Our  venture  in  cow  peas  as  an  improver  of  soil  convinces  m3 
we  are  wise  in  continuing  it.  Besides  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
roots  which  serve  to  convey  nitrogen  to  the  seed-bed,  the  hay, 
when  properly  cured,  is  exceedingly  nutritious  and  greatly  relished 
by  stock.  When  possible  to  convert  into  hay  (as  happened  here 
to  part  of  our  crop  last  summer,  owing  to  rains)  it  makes  ex- 
cellent pasture. 

LIVE    STOCK. 

The  six  horses  and  two  mules  were  actively  employed  in  much 
varied  draft  work.  Two  of  the  horses  are  handicapped  by  age  and 
infirmities  incident  to  service. 

Our  cows,  upon  rigid  test,  we  found  not  up  to  the  standard 
and  four  of  them  were  disposed  of.  "We  now  have  three  cows,  a 
heifer  and  bull. 

The  exchange  of  male  deer  was  accomplished  but  the  one  we 
received  died  during  the  autumn.  It  is  advisable  to  make  another 
effort  to  improve  the  herd,  and  to  this  end  it  would  be  well  to- 
change  a  temporary  range  in  the  nearby  woods  and  allow  the  long 
used  park  to  recuperate  by  partial  cultivation. 

We  have  an  increase  of  but  four  Shropshire  lambs  this  spring. 
By  next  autumn  we  should  enlarge  our  flock. 

GARDENS  AND  GROUNDS. 

The  unusual  rainfall  last  summer  certainly  kept  all  vegeta- 
tion fresh  and  green,  while  it  likewise  hindered  the  blooming  of 
flowers  and  maturing  of  edible  plants.  The  celery  was  completely 
drowned,  corn  and  tomatoes  did  not  ripen,  potatoes  rotted  in  the 
ground,   and    weeds    ba tiled    our  best  efforts   to  subdue    them      Al- 
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tog-ether  the  conditions  were  most  discouraging.  We  manased  to 
can  a  quantity  of  peas,  beans,  tomatoes,  etc.,  for  winter  use.  B?- 
fore  frost  came  the  fig  bushes  were  well  protected,  and  later  on. 
at  the  proper  lime,  grape  vines,  shrubbery  and  trees  were  pruned. 

A  number  of  young  persimmon  trees  were  transplanted  to 
spaces  in  the  deer  park,  and  seven  good  sized  cedars  were  placed 
as  a  hedge  to  screen  the  house  occupied  by  the  Vickers  famil\\ 

The  six  arbor  vitaes  ordered,  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  New 
York,  from  nurseries  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  arrived  dead,  owing'  to  da- 
lay  in  transit. 

Shortly  after  last  Council  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1S12 
sent  a  special  delegation  to  plant  a  hickory  tree  at  Mount  Vernon. 
The  Regent  having'  given  her  consent  the  planting  took  place  on 
the  lawn  northeast  from  the  Mansion. 

The  little  beech  planted  by  the  Phi  Alpha  Chapter  of  the  Chi 
Omega  Fraternity  (in  1905)  did  not  survive.  We  planted  another 
in   its   stead. 

Another  secret  society,  "Phi  Delta  Theta",  planted  a  mapie 
last  Thanksgiving  Day,  permission  having  been  granted  by  the 
Regent. 

To  better  -mark  and  record  all  the  plantings  having  special 
significance  I  affixed  to  each  an  aluminum  disc  bearing  proper 
number,  a  corresponding  list  of  same  being'  filed  in  the  office. 

In  front  of  the  Tomb  the  soil  was  enriched  and  ivy  planted, 
training'  it  to  cover  (eventually)  the  brickwork.  To  protect  this 
a  stout  iron  guard  ra.il  was  put  up.  Where  visitors  had  worn  away 
the  tint'  new  sod   was  laid. 

The  difficulty,  heretofore,  <  f  maintaining-  proper  definition  of 
the  turf  edging  west  of  the  Mansion  has  been  overcome  by  e ob- 
structing a  brick  curb  in  design  conforming  to  colonial  u-a  _••:•. 
These  bricks  are  imbedded  in  Portland  cement  concrete  and  pro- 
tected ag-ainst  frost  action  by  suitable  drainage.  In  placing  the>e 
curbs  I  was  careful  to  follow  original  border  lines  as  indicated  by 
the  formation  of  the  old  road  bed. 

An  improvement  of  the  road  surface  of  the  fore  court  has 
been  achieved  by  a  layer  of  tine  river-washed  gravel,  this  hei  ■  ■/ 
firmly  packed  by  a  heavy  roller.  The  road  and  walk  leadiu.'- 
around  north  of  the  Quarters  we  graded  and  surfaced  with  cinder-.. 
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The  tarring  of  cobble-tone  gutters  was  postponed  until  I  could 
prove  the  efficacy  of  another  preparation  for  preventing  weed 
growth  So  far  my  experiments  with  "Herbicide"  have  not  been 
entirely  satisfactory. 

The  care  of  the  lawns  keep  our  men  busy  from  early  spring 
until  late  autumn,  rolling,  trimming,  raking,  edging,  etc.  Where 
the  encroachments  of  Bermuda  grass  disfigure  the  turf  1  have 
continued,  with  the  encouraging  results,  to  sow  the  bare  space  with 
perennial  rye  grass,  thus  producing  a  green  effect,  which  hides  the 
blemishes  for  the  time  being.  The  leaves  gathered  from  the 
grounds  and  nearby  woods  during  the  winter  are  saved  for  bed- 
ding of  stock,  for  compost  and  for  leafmold. 

* 
TUNNELS. 

The  completion  of  the  two  drainage  tunnels  was  accomplished 
early  last  summer  by  packing  them  with  washed  gravel,  thus  mak- 
ing them  permanently  secure  in  their  efficiency.  There  has  been  no 
diminution  in  the  streams  flowing  from  these  tunnels,  but  rather 
an  increase,  showing'  that  more,  of  the  subterranean  springs  have 
found  their  way  to  these  free  exits. 

STORM  DRAINS. 

In  place  of  the  rugged  ravine  extending  through  the  deer  pavk 
to  the  river  we  can  show  you  now  an  excellent  conduit  of  large 
Terra  Cotta  'pipes  laid,  with  conveniently  located  traps,  so  as  to 
carry  oft'  not  only  the  torrential  surface  water,  bin  also  several 
springs  we  have  blind  ditched  into  it.  The  value  of  this  work, 
was  demonstrated  by  the  long  wet  spell  of  last  season  which  af- 
forded many  oppoprt  unities  to  prove  its  efficiency.  Tims  we  have 
prevented  further  undermining  of  the  hillside  and  the  probable 
starting  of  another  landslide. 

TANKS. 

At  last  Council  1  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  renewing  the 
elevated  tanks  located  in  the  apex  of  the  palm  house.  The  old 
ones  were  worn  out  ami  leaking  badly.  The  estimates  on  which  1 
based  my  request  for  an  appro]  viatiou  were  later  found  to  be  in- 
adequate, and  in  order  to  secure  first  class  mateiial  and  work- 
manship we  had  to  pay  considerably  more. 

To  meet  this  requirement,  which  was  imperative,  I  used  the 
sum    appropriated    for   an    improvement    to    our   pumping   system. 
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These  two  tanks  are  constructed  of  heavy  galvanized  iron,  brace  I 
and  riveted  in  iron  frames.  They  have  a  capacity  of  about  2,500 
gallons  each,  and    are  connected  of  course   with  our  water  mains. 

WHARF. 

Protection  of  the  wharf  cribbing  called  for  the  driving  of  new 
oak  piles,  as  fenders,  in  place  of  those  no  longer  serviceable.  This 
was  attended  to. 

The  boat  was  withdrawn  November  1st,  and  sent  to  Baltimore 
for  thorough  repairs,  including  new  boilers.  Daily  trips  were  re- 
sumed on  March  11th. 

So  unsatisfactory  was  it  to  visitors  brought  by  boat — the  delay 
incident  to  purchasing  entrance  tickets  after  reaching  our  wharf — 
the  Boat  Company  was  finally  prevailed  upon  to  resume  its  former 
system  of  selling  at  Washington  coupon  tickets  including  the  en- 
trance fee  to  Mount  Vernon.  Our  lawyer,  Mr.  Darlington,  drew 
up  a  supplementary  agreement  to  cover  this  change  from  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  1905. 

This  has  been  signed  and  a  new  bond  given  by  the  Boat 
Company. 

COAL. 
Because  of   the   failure  of  the  Electric  Railway   Company   to 
haul  our  coal  early  last  summer,  as  promised,  we  lost  the  advan- 
tage of  lowest  prices. 

Being  finally  forced  to  the  alternative  of  shipping  by  river  it 
was  landed  on  our  shore  from  scows,  but  not  until  October. 

We  experimented  with  soft  coal  for  our  hot  water  system  and 
found  it  entirely  satisfactory.  The  prices  paid  last  year  were 
as  follows : 

White  Ash  Anthracite,  egg  size... $6.10  per  ton. 
White  Ash  Anthracite,  stove  size,  $0.75  per  ton. 
Bituminous    (soft   coal)    $3.-10  and  $3.75   per  ton. 

TOMB. 

The  usual  occasions  for  decorating  the  Tomb  were  appropriate- 
ly observed. 

In  addition  to  evergreens  and  flowers  placed  by  us  the  fol- 
lowing deserve  mention: 

On  .May  30,  1900,  a  large  floral  wreath  from  the  White  House. 
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July  4th,  floral  tributes  from  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of 
America. 

December  14th,  Masons  from  the  lodges  of  Alexandria  and 
Fredericksburg  brought  wreaths. 

February  22,  1907,  a  large  wreath  of  orchids  and  other  costly 
flowers  from  the  Mexican  Ambassador;  a  handsome  set-'piece  wa3 
brought  by  the  Mayor  and  committee  of  citizens  of  Alexandria; 
an  evergreen  wreath  by  a  representative  of  the  Slavonic  Society 
-of  Moscow. 

On  April  19,  1907,  Children  of  the  American  Revolution  de- 
posited in  the  Tomb  a  beautiful  wreath. 

Among  the  large  number  of  visitors  I  have  noticed  that 
foreigners  show  the  greatest  reverence  when  at  Washington's 
Tomb.  This  was  particularly  noticeable  when  (last  summer)  Hi< 
Highness  the  Maharajah  Gaekwar,  Prince  of  Baroda,  and  his  wife 
the  Maharana,  made  their  pilgrimage. 

On  August.  15th,  Mount  Vernon  flowers  were  laid  upon  Miss 
Cunningham's  grave  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  This  fact  was  noted  with 
much  interest  by  the  Southern  press. 

INSURANCE. 
Last  June   all   policies  of  insurance   on  the  property  were  re- 
newed for  the  usual  period  of  three  years,  care  being  observed  to 
place  the  same  with  the  most  reliable  companies. 

PORTRAITS. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  the 
Washington  miniature  (by  Peale).  loaned  by  Mr.  George  Stuart, 
was  properly  cleaned  by  a  party  in  Baltimore.  It  was  promptly 
returned  to  Mount  Vernon  and  placed  in  the  cabinet  in  the  Ban- 
quet  Hall. 

For  greater  safety  and  to  afford  better  light  I  moved  the  Gil- 
bert Stuart  portrait  of  Washington  from  the  Banquet  Hall  to  the 
Music   Room. 

GUIDE  BOOKS.  • 

The  supply  of  guide  books  was  renewed  by  ordering  from  the 
publisher  another  edition  of  5,000  copies.  Some  changes  in  text 
and  illustrations  brings  it  "up  to  date." 

POST  CARD. 

The    large    edition    of   post    cards    authorized    at    last    Council 
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(while  not  entirely  up  to  our  expectation  in  artistic  design)   mot 
with  ready  sale.     An  improved  edition  is  now  being1  arranged  for. 

GIFTS. 

The  following  gifts  to  Mount  Vernon  were  received  during 
the  year  and  acknowledged  by  me. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Havemeyer,  of  New  York,  a  framed  manu- 
script map,  by  George  Washington,  of  'part  of  this  estate. 

From  Dr.  C.  J.  Peacock,  of  London,  a  framed  water  color 
sketch  of  the  Washington  cottage  at  Brington,  and  large  photo- 
graph of  Sulgrave  Manor. 

From  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  a  copy  of  Burns'  poems,  dupli- 
cate of  volume  owned  by  George  Washington. 

From  Mrs.  Herbert  11.  D.  Pierce,  of  Washington,  an  interest- 
ing old  music   book   entitled   "Anthems    to   George   Washington. '"' 

From  Mr.  Charles  A.  Johnston,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  a 
beautifully  engrossed  sketch  of  Washington's  life. 

From  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America  (Through  Miss  .1.  J. 
Boudinot)  five  volumes  of  Letters  to  Washington. 

From  Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  U.  S.  Botanic  Gar- 
dens,  a  variety  of  plants  for  the  Mount   Vernon  garden. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Indiana,  a  handsome  carpet  for 
the  office. 

From  the  S.  McFadden  Company,  of  Xew  York,  the  annual 
donation  of  a  large  and  small  flag.  Similar  donations  have  been 
made  for  several  years  past,  the  (lags  invariably  arriving  in  time 
to  be  hoisted  in  honor  of  Washington ?s  Birthday. 

Several  tattered  flags,  worn  out  in  service  lien1,  were  sent, 
by  request,  to   the   Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina  and   Alabama. 

A  gentleman  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  requested  a  small  bit  .,£ 
wood  from  the  tiee  [-hinted  for  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  rl  lis  v\ ;  s  granted  and  the  wood  was  inlaid  in  a  s  mveirr 
box  to  contain  a  history  of  the  royal  visit  to  America  in  1.SU0. 

This  spring  the  Secrotaiy  of  Agriculture  asked  the  privilege 
of  using  two  small  seedling  trees,  an  oak  and  an  elm.  to  plant  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio.     Granted. 

You  will  remember  we  received,  as  a  lean,  in  1.H04.  from  Mr. 
John  M ellenry,  of  Paltinu  re,  a  very  interesting  uinialiire  ■  »:' 
General   Washington,   by    Hindi,     in    September  i^t    last   year,   Mr. 
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McHeniy  requested  that  it  be  returned  to  him,  and  I  accordingly 
handed  it  over  to  his  representative  and  took  his  receipt  for  sam?. 

DAY  LABORERS. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  enumerate,  in  a  report  of  this  char- 
acter, everything  on  which  the  day  laborers  were  engaged.  They 
grubbed  sprouts  and  weeds  from  fields,  cut  dead  timber  for  fuel, 
dredged  sand  and  gravel  for  concrete  work,  unloaded  coal  scows. 
plowed  for  and  cultivated  crops,  shucked  corn,  mowed  hay  and 
fodder,  mixed  compost,  burned  brush,  repaired  fences,  tilled  ice 
house,  mowed  lawns,  raked  leaves,  dug  ditches,  repaired  roads, 
cleaned  gutters,  cut  and  laid  sod.  and  attended  to  ali  the  team 
work,  except  the  daily  each  service. 

Several  changes  occurred  among  the  regular  employes. 

Old  Hammond  died  June  24th,  and  was  succeeded  at  the 
Tomb  by  Braxton. 

The  engineer,  Anderson,  and  coachman,  Stout,  resigned  and 
their  places  were  filled. 

Last  Christmas  the  employes  were  made  happy  by  a  gift  of 
money  from  the  Vice  Regent  for  California. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

By  way  of  informing  Council  as  to  what,  in  my  judgment, 
should  have  attention  during  the  present  year,  I  will  mention  the 
following : 

ENGINES  AND  PUMPS." 

The  steam  fire  engine  which  was  installed  here  fifteen  years 
airo  is  about  worn  out,  and  so  is  the  force  pump  at  the  artesian 
well. 

For  an  "up-to-date"  equipment,  capable  of  much  quicker 
service,  and  more  economical  to  operate  1  would  advise  oil  engines 
and   better  pumps. 

With  soma  essential  changes  in  service  mains  to  reduce  fric- 
tion, the  estimated  cost  of  this  much  needed  improvement  "s 
placed  at  $1,535.00 

For  the  betterment  of  sanitary  conditions  in  the  cow  stable 
it  will  be  necessary  to  replace  the  present  wooden  floors,  mangers 
and  drains  with  Portland   cement   concrete. 
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EMPLOYES  QUARTERS. 
1  would  strongly  advise  making  some  better  provision  for 
lodging  the  regular  employes  by  locating  a  set  of  quarters  at  suit- 
able points  entirely  out  of  sight  from  the  .Mansion  enclosure.  I 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  retain  good  men  here  because  they  are 
not  content  to  live  away  from  their  families.  Six  or  seven  cabiai, 
of  four  rooms  each,  would  solve  the  problem  and  relieve  the  crowd- 
ed conditions  now  existing  here. 

BOAT  CHANNEL. 

The  channel  by  which  the  steamboat  approaches  our  wharf 
has  become  so  shallow  from  accumulation  of  silt  it  is  difficult  for 
the  boat  to  drag  through  it  when  the  tide  is  very  low.  As  the 
Government  heretofore  has  attended  to  the  dredging  of  this  chan- 
nel, I  made  an  effort  last  winter  through  our  Congressman,  to 
have  the  River  and  Harbor  Committee  favor  us.  A  preliminary 
survey  and  report  was  ordered  and  I  have  a  communication  to 
that  effect  from  the  U.  S.  Engineer  in  charge  of  Potomac  River 
Improvements.  This  letter  indicates  the  improbability  of  the 
Government  doing  the  work.  This  subject  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  Council  and  a  suitable  answer  sent.  If  the  Govern- 
ment declines  to  aid  us  this  dredging  must  be  done  either  by  the 
Association  or  by  the  Boat  Company. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

There  is  much  work  of  miscellaneous  character  to  be  attend- 
ed to  this  year.  Some  plastering  in  the  upper  rooms  of  Mansion 
should  be  replaced.  The  paneling  and  walls  of  Library  to  be 
pointed  and  [tainted.  Some  of  the  outside  woodwork  needs  repair. 
The  paling  fences  on  garden  walls  must  be  strengthened  and 
painted.  Shingle  roofs  of  the  two  seed  houses  must  be  renewed. 
Additional  recommendations  there  may  be  after  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  confer  with  the  several  committees,  hut  the  fore- 
going seem  to  me  the  most  essential  for  present  consideration. 

I  trust  your  inspection  of  the  property  will  be  thorough  and 
that  what  I  have  clone  will  convince  you  that  my  efforts  to  pre- 
serve  and  advance    the   interests  of  Mount   Vernon   are   unceasing. 

Thanking  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  for  continued  confi- 
dence in  my  humble  endeavors,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
mvself,  Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 
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The  Regent  presented  the  names  of  the  ladies  nominated  ly 
her  as  Vice  Regents  for  their  respective  States,  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Irwin.  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 

Miss  Mary  Failing,  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Ferry  Leary,  Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  island. 

Action  was  taken  by  Council  and  all  were  confirmed. 

Council  adjourned  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.  Shortly  after  adjourn- 
ment Superintendent  Dodge  exhibited  to  the  ladies  on  the  piazza 
a  model  of  the  entire  building. 

GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

The -following "report  of  the  Gardener  was  accepted  by  Council: 
Ladies : 

In  submitting  my  report  for  fiscal  year  it  will  of  course  be 
necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  unprecedented  weather  con- 
ditions of  the  spring  months.  The  state  of  affairs  seriously  handi- 
capped us  in  our  garden  work,  and  hence  I  hope  any  shortcomings 
may  be  viewed  charitably. 

You  will  notice  I  am  sure  a  few  changes  in  our  dear  old  gar- 
den, which  I  hope  my  Committee  may  consider  for  its  betterment. 

In  front  of  X.  Y.  quarters  all  the  ragged,  narrow  grass  bor- 
ders have  been  removed  and  beds  edged  with  primrose  plants. 
Grass  borders  renewed  in  front  of  Kansas  quarters,  and  in  several 
other  places  in  the  garden. 

The  crape  myrtle  circles  edged  with  violets  and  primrose 
plants. 

Rigorous  winter  weather  and  decreased  travel  caused  a  re- 
duction in  receipts. 

Total  receipts $627.15 

Expenditures  for  postage  on  orders,  postals  etc...     11.85 
Cash  to  Superintendent   $615.30 

Sincerely  hoping  my  department  may  be  found  in  satisfactory 
condition,  1  am,  dear  ladies, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 
Mount    Vernon,  FRAXKLltf   A.   WIIELAN, 

May  10,  1907.  Head  Gardener. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  L6,  1     17. 

July22,  1906,  Received    from   Printer: 

53  Copies 'Minutes,   L906,  72  pages. 

800  copies  Reports,  1906,  49  pages. 

Total   cost    $90.00 

Regent 's   cheque   to  Printer    .$90.00 

.      OFFICE  EXPENSES. 

Typewriting   $11.75 

Expressage  and   postage    25.65 

Assistant    5.00 

Printing  citations,  postage    5.00 

Expressage,  manuscript  minutes    .  .  . .' .74 

.f-51.17 

My  cheque  from  Regent    $50.00 

Balance,    1906,    12.29 

.$02.29 

Total   expenses    51.17 


Balance,   1907, $11.12 

Accepted. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

It  would  be  superflous  to  mention  here  all  the  important  work 
done  in  the  Mansion  during  the  past  year.  The  Superintendent 
has  given  in  his  report  a  clear  and  detailed  account  of  what  has 
been  accomplished.  I  would  like  to  add,  however,  that  after  in- 
specting the  Mansion  from  attic  to  cellar,  the  Committee  recognizes 
the  importance  of  the  work,  and  the  very  excellent  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  carried  out. 

There  are  a  few  suggestions  of  a  miscellaneous  character  to 
he  made,  which  are  as  follows: 

1st.  The  plastering  in  the  Wisconsin  room,  as  well  as  in 
some  of  the  other  attic  rooms  requires  renewing, 

2nd.  That  the  ceiling  and  walls  of  the  Superintendent's 
office  be  repaired;  also  some  other  necessary  painting  and  plaster- 
ins:  be  done. 
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3d.  The  doors  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Mansion  require 
painting.  The  Committee  would  recommend  that,  should  there  be 
any  way  of  ascertaining  the  original  color  of  these  doors  the  re- 
painting may  be  in  accordance. 

4th.  That  the  chimneys  on  the  Mansion  and  out-buildings  b^ 
painted  the  color  of  brick  and  pencilled,  instead  of  the  color  of 
the  roof  as  they  are  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.   FLANDRAU,  Chairman. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON   ROGERS. 
Report  accepted. 

FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Furniture  Committee  has  gone  over  the  house  and  finds 
it  in  good  order. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  will  send  fresh  curtains  for 
the  Lafsyette  room,  and  the  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  will  replace 
those  now  in  the  music  room  by  others  more  suitable. 

The  counterpane  taken  by  Mrs.  Harrison  to  be  cleaned  ha3 
been  returned  to  General  Washington's  bed.  It  was  in  such  a 
frail  condition  that  the  woman  claimed  seventy  dollars  for  a  sum- 
mer's woik  in  darning.  It  was  beautifully  done  and  Mrs.  Harri- 
son  herself  paid   for  the    work. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  the  disposition  of  some  of  the 
pictures. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  hangings  and  be  1 
covers  which  have  not  been  washed  this  year  should  now  L<3 
cleaned;  also  that  some  of  the  cards  on  relics  in  rooms,  now  soiled, 
be   renewed.   Also   that   more   candlesticks   be   supplied. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
HELEN  F.  CONOVEK,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
CHRISTINE   BLAIR   GRAHAM. 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
ELLEN  W.   HARRISON. 
Report  accepted. 
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LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  having  gone  over  the  books  on 
t lie  shelves  in  the  Library,  and  made  changes  in  the  position  of 
many  of  them,  so  as  to  bring  the  honks  into  plainer  view  th  be- 
longed originally  to  General  Washington  nr  members  of  his  - 
ily.  The  shelves  of  the  Library  are  being  Gradually  filled  with 
valuable  books  contributed  from  year  to  year.  The  books 
tributed  this  year  p.re : 

1.  Five  volumes  of  the  Sentimental  Magazine,  1794. 

2.  Stephens'  Philadelphia  Directory  for  1796.  presented 
through  Miss  Townsend   by  a   frii  nd   living  in  New   York. 

3.  Three  bound   volumes  of  the   Minutes  of  Council. 

4.  A  bound  volume  containing  Washington's  Will:  Maternal 
Ancestry;  Christian  Character,  and  a  raper  ::o  >n  Well- 
ington as  an  inventor,  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice 
Regent    for    Louisiana. 

5.  The  Colonial  Dames  of -America  presented  through  the 
Regent,  Mrs.  Town-end.  five  volumes  of  Letters  to 
Washington. 

R espe c t  full y  s ubmi 1 1 ed , 

IDA  A.   RICHARDSON,  Chair  nan. 
HELEN   FIELD    CONOVER. 
ELIZABETH    P».    A.    RATHBONE. 
MRS.   R.  D.  JOHNSTON. 

R&l  oi't  accej  ted. 

GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS  COM  MITT':-;!".. 

Madam    Regent: 

As   Acting   Chairman   of   your   Committee   on    Grounds,   Trees 
and  Shrubs,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  suggest  ns: 

The  restoration  to  the  original  plan  of  the  "Bowling  Green, 
time  having  gradually  destroyed  the  Graceful  outlines  of  this  lawn. 

That    the    "Summer   House"    he    put    in   order.      It    needs   re- 
pairs and  painting. 

A  new   " Horse-La wn-Mower"  is  needed,  price  $65. 

Portions  of  the  Road  from  the  Tomb  to   the  wharf  should  be 
resurfaced. 
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Engine    and    Force    Pump    for    more    efficient    water    supplyr 
should   be   provided,   cost   $1,530.00 
Paint  garden  fence. 
In   Washington,  10th  Street  lias  been  renamed  "Washington 

Avenue."  Your  Committee  would  propose  that  Mount  Vernon 
oaks  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  for  planting 
upon  this  avenue. 

To  plant  box  in  front  of  the  two  windows  of  the  office,  look- 
ing south. 

To  plant  box  in  front  of  kitchen  windows. 

To  plant  box  on  east  side  of  milk  house,  near  kitchen. 

To  plant  ivy  on  outside  of  school  house  wail. 

To  plant  Clematis  and  Virginia  Creeper  around  the  well  house,. 
behind  the  Quarters. 

To  plant  ivy  on  garden  wall  on  both  sides  of  the  tl Bowling- 
Green." 

To  plant  one  maple  tree  near  New  York  quarters,  to  finish 
out  the  row  of  maples  now  there. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  faithful  and  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  its  recommendations  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  past  year,  adding'  beauty  to  the  grounds;  also  to 
the  excellence  of  the  new  road  to  the  wharf  and  to  the  numerous 
details  that  prove  the  unceasing  care  and  unfailing  judgment  of.' 
our   Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
SUSAN   E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Acting  Chairman. 
IDA   S.   RICHARDSON. 
1333*753        CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 
AMY    TOWNSEND. 
Report  accepted. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Garden  and  Greenhouses  was  much  grati- 
fied to  find  everything  in  this  department  in  a  nourishing  condi- 
tion. The  box  hedges  ami  shrubs  were  never  more  verdant  and 
beautiful,  ami  the  healthy,  well  developed  buds  of  the  rose  bushes 
and  peciues,  give  promise  of  a  mass  of  rich  color  in  the  near  fu- 
ture,   which    the    lateness   of   the    season    has   delayed. 

The    Committee    was    particularly  pleased    with    the    excellent 
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growth  of  the  English  ivy  on  the  north  wall  of  the  quarters. 

1.  The  Committee  recommends  to  Council  an  appropriation 
for   tine   gravel   for   the   garden   walks. 

2.  The  Committee  also  recommends  to  Council  thorough  over- 
hauling and  repairing  of  the  greenhouses,  as  the  wood-work  in 
•some  places  is  unsound. 

3.  The  Committee  recommends  the  purchase  of  crocus,  snow 
-drop,  daffodil  and  hyacinth  bulbs   for  early  spring  blooming. 

The  instructions  to  the  head  gardener  were:     1,  to  reduce  the 
-width   of   the   violet   borders  one   half;   2,   to   have   the   nettles  up- 
rooted once  a  month  so  as  to  rid  the  fences  and  hedges  of  them; 
3,  to  substitute  English  ivy  for  the  ampelorsis  now  growing  on  the 
west   wall  of  the  quarters;  4,   to  dispose  of  all  of  the  very  large 
palms    that    cannot    be    planted    perma  .ently    in    the    palm    house. 
These  large  palms  having  become  too  unwieldy  to  be  moved  to  and 
from  the  palm  house  in  the  spring  and  fall. 
.Respectfully  submitted, 
ELIZABETH  B.'  A.  RATHBOXE,  Acting  Chairman. 
GEORGIA    PAGE    WILDER. 
AMY  TOWXSEXD. 
HARRIET   CLAYTOX   COMEGYS. 
SARAH   P.  VAX  REXSSELAER. 
fterort  accepted. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 
The  C<  remittee  on  the  Kitchen  Garden  reports  the  vegetables 
and    fruits   in    very  good   condition,   and  recommends  that    the    figs, 
when  ripe,  be  offered  for  sale  to  visitors. 

The  riers  of  the  brick  wall  require  pointing  and  the  wo,, den 
steps  to  seed  house  needs  repairing  or  replacing.  The  roof  of  tool 
•House  must  he  repaired,  also  the  paling  fence  painted  and  the 
.brick    wall    whitewashed. 

ELLEN    W.    HARRISON,    Chairman.    ' 
SARAH   P.  VAX   REXSSELAER. 
ELIZABETH   \V.  A.  PRIXGLE. 
HARRIET    0.    COMEGYS. 
AMY  TOWXSEXD. 
LIZZIE  .!.  JOHXSTOX. 
Tterort  accepted. 


37T 

FARM  COMMITTEE. 

The  Farm  Committee  reports  that  considering  the  condition  of 
the  weather  during  the  season  of  190G,  which  affected  the  crops. 
in  all  of  the  Eastern  States,  Mount  Vernon  is  in  good  condition- 
They  recommend  the  use  of  large  quantities  of  lime  on  the 
soil,  the  plowing  and  working'  of  the  fields  near  the  bam;  the 
sowing  of  peas,  red  clover  and  rye.  They  ask  for  a  fodder  cutter 
for  the  use  of  stables  and  cow  houses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.   HARRISON,   Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PR  INGLE. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
MARGARETTA   M.  BARRET. 
Report  accepted. 

TOMB   COMMITTEE. 
Your   Committee  have   to   report    the   good   condition  of   both 
tombs.     They  recommend  more  ivy  to  be  planted  in  front  of  the* 
new   tomb   and   that   measures   be   taken   to   remove   the   red    paint 
from  the  face  of  it. 

During  the  year  many  associations  have  laid  tributes  of  love- 
and  reverence  on  the  Tomb  of  Washington.  Just  before  the  as- 
sembling of  Council,  General  Kuroki  and  his  Japanese  suite  visit- 
ed Mount  Vernon,  and  with  impressive  reverence  placed  beautiful 
wreaths  upon  the  sarcophagus,  and  while  Council  was  in  session- 
Duke  d'Abruzzi  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  home  of  the  great  Wash- 
ington and  reverently  laid  a  wreath  of  rare  flowers  upon  his 
Tomb.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Acting  Chairman 
EMMA   R.    BALL. 
FANNY  J.  D.  ROGERS. 
Report  accepted. 

RECORD  COMMITTEE. 
For  the  purpose  of  filing  with  our  records  your  Committee. 
has  received  the  letters  relating  to  the  looking  glass  presented: 
through  Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  by  descen- 
dants of  the  late  Admiral  T.  Ball  Sullivan,  of  the  British  Navy,, 
and  also  the  letters  giving  the  history  of  the  li Cincinnati' ;  plate,. 
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-once  owned  by  General  Washington,  and  presented  to  this  Asso- 
ciation through  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

Another  collection  of  old  letters,  concerning  the  early  history  cf 
•  our  Association,  has  been  found  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Connec- 
ticut. These  will  be  examined  and  reported  on  at  the  next  Council. 
The  following  letter  recently  found  among  the  papers  left  by 
:the  first  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware  is  evidently  in  response  to  one 
•written  by  Miss  Cunningham,  our  first  Regent,  to  the  niece  of 
President  Buchanan,  in  which  she  has  endeavored  to  obtain  the 
.influence  of  his  Cabinet  in  behalf  of  Mount' Vernon : 

Executive  Mansion,  Saturday,  December  11,  1S5S. 
"My  Dear  Madam: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  and  will  not  fail  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet  on  Tuesday  next. 
With  best,  wishes  for  your  success,  I  remain, 
Respectfully   submitted, 

(Signed)     HARRIET  R.  LANE. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
HARRIET    CLAYTON   COMEGYS,   Chairman 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 
JENNIE   M.   WARD. 
Report  accepted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 
Xo  report. 

GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

It  became  necessary  for  the  Committee  to  order  a  new  edi- 
tion of  5,000  copies  of  the  Guide  Book  in  January.  The  new 
edition  has  several  additional  pages  and  pictures  which  make  it 
more  complete  and  satisfactory.  The  Guide  Book  is  copyrighted 
in  the  name  of  the  Association.  The  [-rice  of  the  edition  is 
-•$750.00,  making  each  copy  cost  the  Association  fifteen  cents,  and 
as  they  are  sold  for  twenty-live  cents,  there  is  a  profit  on  each 
hook  of  ten  cents  to  the  Association. 

Respect  fully    submitted. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
Report  accepted. 
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RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The   Committee  opened   each   case   and  examined   and    verified 
■each   relic   according  to   list   in   said  ease;   found   nothing   missing. 
All  lias  been  cleaned  and  replaced  and   left   in  perfect   order.     We 
Added  to  list  the  few  new  relics  handed  in  or  loaned. 
Respect  fully    submit  Led. 

IDA   A.   RICHARDSON,   Chairman 
GEORGIA   P.   WILDER. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
ELIZABETH   W.    A.    PRINGLE. 
Report  accepted. 

Relics  given   in   1007: 

A  lock  of  Washington's  hair,  presented  through  the  Vice 
Regent  for  Kentucky  by  Mr.  Charles  Hand  Ball,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  Paul  Revere  spoon,  presented  by  Mrs.  Barret  of  Kentucky. 

A  "Society  of  the  Cincinnati''  plate,  from  the  Library  .  £ 
John  Fiske,  presented  through  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent, 
for  New  York.  This  plate  is  from  the  service  presented  to  Wash- 
ington by  the  French  officers  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  first 
President  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  is  one  of  the  same 
set   which  passed  down  through  the  Custis    family. 

POST  CARD  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Cards  has  to  report  that  after  looking 
over  samples  of  Mount  Vernon  cards  shown  by  Messrs.  Leet 
Brothers,  we  have  selected  what  would  seem  best  calculated  to 
serve  our  purpose  of  meeting  the  public  demand. 

Messrs.  Leet  Brothers,  who  propose  to  arrange,  as  was  agreed 
upon,  have  sent  a  statement  showing  the  cost  and  the  profit  which 
would  come  to  us  from  the  sale. 

Respectfully    submitted. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH    B.    A.    RATHBONE. 

COMMITTEE   ON   PARLIAMENTARY   LAW. 
The  Committee  reports  acceptance  of  "Form  of  Procedure  at 
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Councils''  and  4i Rules  of  Order"  as  printed  in  this  year's  Min- 
utes (1907). 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  B.  MANDERSON,  Chairman. 
Report  accepted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  OF  RELICS. 

This  Committee  reports  that  it  will  acknowledge  politely,  but 
decline  all  offers  made  lor  the  sale  of  Washington  relics,  at  this 
Council,  as  it  desires  to  concentrate  its  interest  on  the  purchase 
of  the  old  Washington  Family  Bible,  which  contains  the  entries 
of  his  father's  and  mother's  marriage,  and  his  birth,  baptism  and 
marriage.  The  Committee  strongly  recommends  to  Council  the 
purchase  of  this  Bible,  which  is  on  sale  at  Dodd,  Meade  &  Co's., 
New  York.  Respectfully   submitted, 

ELIZABETH   B.   A.    RATHBONE,   Chairman. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

Report  accepted. 

INDEX  COMMITTEE. 
No   report. 

PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  made  a  verbal  report  that  the  names  of  the 
Vice  R'egents  attending  Council,  and  list  of  gifts  had  been  sent 
to  papers  in  Washington  and  elsewhere. 

Report  accepted. 

CONDENSED    REPORT    OF  FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

Total  Receipts  for  yeai  ending  April  30,  1907 $32,405.77 

Expenditures 28,250.50 

Balance    $4,155.20 

Interest  Endowment 3,lb5.99 

Net   Balance $7,321.19 
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Tuesday  afternoon  the  delegation  from  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia arrived  at  Mount  Vernon.  Mrs.  Swanson,  wife  of  the 
Governor,  escorted  by  Judge  R.  W.  Duke,  Mr.  Legh  R.  Page,  and 
Mr.  Marshall,  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitor-,  were  presented 

to  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  on  the  front  piazza  of  the  .Man- 
sion. Mr.  Thomas  Nelson  Pane  and  Mrs.  Page  were  also  received 
there. 

About  two  o'clock  luncheon  was  served  in  the  Library  and 
the  porch  adjoining'.  The  weather  being  unseasonably  cold  after 
luncheon  the  party  adjourned  to  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Mansion 
where  the  sun  shone  in  full  glory  and  where  the  Regent,  sur- 
rounded by  the  Vice  Regents  and  guests,  enjoyed  the  exquisite 
view  of  the  lawn  and  river  until  the  arrival  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Duke  of  Abruzzi,  Commander  of  the  Italian  squadron  at 
Jamestown,  who  had  expressed  a  wish  to  visit  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
ington and  to  be  allowed  to  place  a  wreath  upon  his  tomb  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

The  Duke  came  on  board  the  "Mayflower"  with  a  brilliant 
party.  She  anchored  in  the  stream  and  the  guests  came  ashore 
in  launches.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Metcalf,  presented 
his  Royal  Highness  to  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents,  also  the 
Baron  Major  des  Planches,  the  Italian  Ambassador  and  his  wife. 
After  a  few  minutes  talk  the  Duke  offered  his  arm  to  the  Regent 
and  they  moved  across  the  lawn  to  the  North  of  the  Mansion, 
followed  by  the  Vice  Regents  and  the  rest  of  the  party.  Our 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Dodge  had  a  tree,  a  line  straight  tulip  pop- 
lar, placed  in  the  ground,  and  asked  the  Duke  to  put  in  a  spade 
full  of  earth;  then  the  Regent  was  requested  to  put  in  a  spade 
full,  which  she  did  with  dignity  and  grace;  then  Mrs.  Swanson, 
followed  by  Mrs  Howard,  daughter  of  John  A.  Washington,  and 
General  Manderson,  and,  finally,  the  Duke  took  the  spade  and  put 
the  finishing  touch.  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  at  the  request  or. 
the  Regent,  made  a  short,  but  most  happy  address  of  welcome, 
greeting  the  Duke  as  a  representative  of  the  great  Latin  race 
from  which  Columbus,  Dante  and  all  the  great  names  of  Italy 
had  sprung;  also  as  a  representative  of  the  great  Italian  monarch 
who  had  given  to  his  people  the  greatest  of  boons — Constitutional 
freedom — saving  if  there  were  more  worlds  to  be  discovered  ths 
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Duke  would  prove  himself  a  second  Columbus.  Dr.  Page  conclud- 
od  by  saying  that  Mount  Vernon,  like  Rome,  belonged  to  the 
whole  world. 

His  Royal  Highness  and  party  visited  Hie  Tomb  on  their 
way  from  the  boat  io  the  Mansion  and  with  the  greatest  solemnity 
and  reverence  the  Duke  placed  at  the  bead  of  ihe  tomb  a  most 
beautiful  wreath  vi'  lilac  orchids,  lilies  of  the  valley,  American 
Beauty  roses  and  palms,  tied  with  ribbons  of  red,  while  and 
green,  the  Italian  colors.  A  silver  card,  engraved  with  these 
words  in  Italian:  "To  the  glorious  memory  of  Georgia  Washing- 
ton from  Luigi  di  Savoia,  Duca  degli  Abruzzi''  was  attached  'o 
wreath. 

Miss  Sliarpe  of  Woodlawn,  brought  to  Council  a  medal  struck 
off  for  the  committee  of  three  who  received  Gen.  Washington  at 
his  first  inauguration,  17S9.  It  has  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
the  shield  and  eagle  with  one  star  above.  Jt  is  marked,  Fourth 
of  March  Memorial,,  17S9.  It  is  about  the  size  of  a  quarter  dollar 
and   has  been  very  carefully  preserved. 

The  first  day  of  the  session  Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery 
Sharpe,  owner  of  Woodlawn,  (the  home  of  Nellie  Custis),  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  St.  George  Tucker  came  to  Mount  Vernon  to  invite  the 
ladies  of  the  Council  to  tea  at  Woodlawn  on  Wednesday.  The 
invitation  was  accepted  and  several  of  the  ladies  enjoyed  the 
pleasant  occasion. 

The  following  lesohvtion  of  thanks  to  Mrs.   Ball   was  offered. 

The  delegates  representing  Mount  Vernon  Association  at  the 
ceremonies  at  Jamestown  on  the  11th  and  13th  of  May  desire  to 
express  their  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Chairman  of  the  Delegation,  .Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Vice  Regent 
for  Virginia,  planned  ar.d  carried  out  the  program  for  their  en- 
tertainment. 

The  Vice  Regents  were  received  at  the  Jefferson  Hotel,  Rich- 
mond, on  Friday,  the  10th.  by  Mrs.  Ball,  and  assigned  to  the 
pleasant  rooms  secured  for  them.  After  luncheon  a  drive  was 
arranged  that  they  might  see  the  interesting  portions  of  the  city 
of  Richmond. 

A  reception  given  by  the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Swanson  to  the 
Vice    Regents   followed.      The    Vice    Regents    were    received    with 
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dames. 

From  the  Governor's  Mansion  the  delegates  were  driven  to 
the  Club  House,  where  Mrs.  Cox,  President  of  the  National  S  j- 
ciety  of  Colonial  Dames  was  receiving  the  visiting  Dames. 

Thus  the  delegates  were  delightfully  entertained  in  Richmond. 
The  celebration  of  the  two  days  at  Jamestown  have  become 
national  history,  and  the  delegates  have  only  to  add  their  warm 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Ball  for  her  unremitting  care  and  attention,  and 
for  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which,  through  her  kind- 
ness   they   were  treated   everywhere. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MARGARETTA    M.   BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  JOSEPH  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

E.  P.  A.  RATHPONE,  Michigan. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER,,  West  Ya. 

ELIZABETH  W.   A.  PRINGLE,   S.   Carolina. 


Colonel  Hilary  Herbert,  Ex-Secretary  of  the  Navy,  visited 
Mount  Vernon,  with  his  daughter  and  grandchild.  His  interest 
is  still  undiminished,  his  wife  and  daughter.  Miss  Leila  Herbert, 
both  having  served  as  Vice  Regents.  He  gave  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  finding  and  restoring  to  the  place  of  the  sword  ob- 
tained from  the  Dauge;  field  Lewis  house,  and  the  copies  of  the 
engravings  of  the  death  of  Wolfe  and  of  Montgomery,  obtained 
in  New  York  City. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mead?,  of  Pohick,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wallis,  former 
Rector,    were    welcome  'visitors   on    Tuesday. 

Several  of  the  ladies  attended   Church  at    Pohick  on   Sunday. 

The    following   message    was    sent    to    Mrs.    Walker,    of    North 
Carolina,  who  became  a  member  of  the   Association   in  1SG0,  and 
has  served    faithfully   through   all   the   years   since.     She   was  un- 
able   to   be    present    this   year. 
To  the  Beloved  Dean  of  our  Association: 

We,  your  Regent  and  sister  Vice  Regents,  wish  to  express 
to  you   our  great  regret  at  your  absence  from  this  Council.     We 
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have  felt  a  blank  every  day  as  we  look  down  the  long  table  to 
the  seat  so  long  and  worthily  occupied  by  North  Carolina.  Will 
you  accept  this  message  of  loving  greeting  and  promise  not  to  be 
absent   again. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.   TOWNSEND,   Regent. 

EMMA  R.  BALL,   Virginia. 

IDA  R.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

S.   E.  J.  HUDSON.   Connecticut. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE,  S.  C. 

FRANCES    JOHNSON    ROGERS,    Maryland. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.   RATHBONE,   Michigan. 

GEORGIA  P.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER.  West  Va. 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS,  Mississippi. 
* 

LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Regent  presented  the  following  list  of  committees: 

FINANCE. 
Mrs.   Ball,    chairman:    Mrs.   Walker,   Mrs.    Sweat,   Mrs.  Ward., 
Mrs.  Rathbonc,  Mrs.  Graham. 

MANSION. 
Mrs.    Flaudrau,    chairman;    Mrs.    Hill,    Mrs.    Harrison,    Mrs. 
Rogers. 

FURNITURE. 
Mrs.    Conover,    chairman;    Mrs.    Wilder,    Mrs.    Graham,    Miss 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  John- 
ston. 

LIBRARY. 
Miss    Longfellow,    chairman;    Mrs.    Sweat,    Mrs.    Hearst,    Mrs. 
Conover,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  John- 
ston, Mrs.  Ricks. 
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GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 
Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  ,Mrs.  Graham, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.   Irwin. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 
Mrs.    Barnes,    chairman;    Mrs.    Rathbone,    Mrs.    Leiter,    Mrs. 

Wilder,    Miss    Townsend,    Mrs.    Maxey,    Miss    Comegys,    Mrs.    Van 
Rensselaer. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 
Mrs.    Harrison,    chairman;    Miss    Townsend.    Miss    Comegys. 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mis.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

FARM.    . 
Mrs.    Hearst,    chairman;    Mrs.    Harrisoiij     Mrs.    Webb,    Mr-. 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.   Barret.  Mrs.   Roge*v. 

TOMB. 
Mrs.  Walker,  chairman;  ^Tis.   Rathbone,  Mrs    Kl.mdrau   Mrs. 
Maxey,  Mis.  Ball,  Mis.  Rogers,  Mis.  Wilder. 

RELICS. 
Mrs.   Richardson,   chairman;   Mrs.   Hearst,   Mrs.   Wilder,    Mrs. 
Pringlc,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

RECORD. 
Miss  Comegys,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson.  Mrs.  Ward. 

BY-LAWS. 
Mrs.   Richardson,    chairman;    Mrs.    Sweat,    Mrs.    Manderson. 

INDEX. 

Mrs.  Flandran,  chaiiman;  Mis.  Hill    Mrs.  Richardson. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 
Mrs.   Sweat,   chairman;    Mrs.    Hill,    Mrs.    Manderson,    Mrs.   J. 
Carter    Brown. 

PRESS. 
Mrs.    Wilder,    chairman;    Miss    Longfellow,    Mrs.    Webb,    Mi*s 
Corr.ee.ys,   Mrs.   Graham,   Mrs.   Harrison,  Mrs.  Barret. 

GUIDE  BOOK. 
M-s.   Rathbene,  chairman;   Mrs.   Webb,  Miss  Longfellow. 
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POSTAL  CARD. 
Miss  Townsend    chairman;  .Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  WASHINGTON  RELICS. 

Mrs.    Rathbone,    chairman;    Mrs.    Wilder,    Mrs.    Webb,    Mr 
Ball,  Mrs.  Harrison. 


The  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union  presents 
herewith  the  Annual  report  of  the  Council  of  1907.  held  ai  Mount 
Vernon.  May  16  to  24.  This  Association  was  founded  in  1853, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Man-ion  and  Tomb  with  200  acres  of 
land  surrounding  them. 

It  was  organized  and  chartered  under  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
"To  preserve  and  maintain  the  Home  and  Tomb  forever  s'cred 
to   the   Father  of  his  Country." 

The  founder.  Mhs  Cunningham  assisted  by  Hon.  Edward 
Everett,  secured  the  purchase  money.  She  became  first  Regent. 
In  1S73,  owing  to  ill  health  she  resigned.  Her  last  message  was 
the  "Farewell  letter  to  Council  of  1S74,"  which  appears  in  fu-.I 
on  following  panes. 

JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD, 
Secretarv    and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

OF  THE  FOUNDER  AND  FIRST  REGENT  OF  THE 

MOUNT   VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE    UNION 

TO  the  Council  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation of  June,  1874.  Ladies:  It  was  my  inten- 
tion, as  well  as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and 
conformed  in  person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompany- 
ing a  resignation  so  important  as  mine;  but  Providence 
does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting1,  I  feel  it  due  to  you  as  to  me;  to  the 
responsibilities  1  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  import- 
ant in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  your- 
selves; to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or 
duties,  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be 
lightly  regarded,  for  they  were  pledges  to  future  genera- 
tions as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts  which 
conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home  of  Washington;  of  the 
completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute"  to  public  integrity  an  i 
private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the  gratitude  due  and 
felt  by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an  important  pari 
in  the  drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with  all  the  rever- 
ence felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting-;  laces  of  their 
honored   dead;    where   only   pious  hands  are  permitted  to 
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be    in    "chirge,"    so   as   to   have   them    carried   down    to 
admiring"  aires  in  the  same  conditions  as  when  left. 

Such  \  as  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart 
when  an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and 
tomb  of  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all 
change,  whether  by  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last 
owner  of  Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  'permit  it 
to  pass  from  his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his 
mother  state,  ere  she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it.  Such 
are  we  bound  to  keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as 
our  intelligence  and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and 
the  grounds  around  it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from 
changes — should  be  kept   as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge; 
see  to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let 
no  irreverent  hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate 
it  with  the  fingers  of  progress?  Those  who  go  to  the 
home  in  which  he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he 
lived  and  died.  Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours 
be  saved   from  change!     Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its 
thousands  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home 
of  Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country, 
let  them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our 
dead,  pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to 
home,  till  the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place 
in  America;  let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for 
the  home  of  our  Hero!     Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held 
— sieve  December  2nd,  1853. 

Respectfully, 
Pm.e  1st,  1S74.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VERNON 
LADIES7    ASSOCIATION    OF    THE    UNION. 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1S53-1873 

Miss  Ann   Pamela -Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned  1S73,  Died  1374. 


VICE   REGENTS  APPOINTED   1S5S. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogxlen  Ritchie,  resigned  1S06 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.    Alice   Dickinson,   resigned   1859 North    Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1SS9 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1S66 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873 ;  died  1895,  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died ■ Tennessee 

5.  Mrs.    Elizabeth    M.    Walton,   resigned    I860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1S65 

Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maiae 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine   Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.   Mary   Boott   Goodrich,   resigned   1S61 Connecticut 

14.  Miss   Phebe   Ann    Ogden,    died   1867 New   Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

IS.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  18S8 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Farnsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.   Rosa  Vertner   Johnson,   died Kentucky 

1S59. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died   1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1S78.  .  .Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytic  Maealester,  died   1891 Pennsylvania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet   V.   Fitch,   died   1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 
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30.  Mrs.  Anne   Lucas  Hunt,  died    LS78 .....Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia   Harper  Walker   North  Carolina 

1860. 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

33.  Mrs.   Margaret   J.   M.   Sweat Maine 

34.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1S91 Maryland 

35.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899 South  Carolina 

36.  Mrs.  M    E.  Hickman,  resigned  1867 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.   Emily  R.   M.   Hewson,  resigned   1SGG Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1S66 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868. .  .District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.    Maria    Brooks,    resigned    1S7G New   York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873.  .  .District  of  Columbia 

43.  Airs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1S91 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie   C.  Yulee,  died  1SS4 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.   Susan   E.   Johnson  Hudson    Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1S73. Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1S74;  died  1S93 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella   Basset t  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.   William  Balfour,  resigned   1S75 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes. District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scol  l,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent 

MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN. 

Second  Regent,  1S74-1S91. 

Died  1891. 

Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

54.  Mrs.   Emma   Reed   Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 


1875. 

56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broad  well,  died  1S90 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones   Nevada 


1S76. 

53.     Mrs.   Jennie   Meeker   Ward Kansas 

59.     Mrs.  Justine  Van   Rensselaer  Townsend Mew  York 


1S78. 
60.     Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1SS0 Vermoat 

1879. 

61:     Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  18S2 Missou  .1 

-      1880.      ■ 

63.  Mrs.   Ida  A.   Richardson    Louisiana 

1S82. 

64.  Mrs.   Ella   S.  Herbert,   died   1SS4 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Letter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

63.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died   1S97 Kentucky 

.  1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet   Clayton   Comegys    Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.   Alice  Hill    Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau    Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst   California 

1S90. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died   1906,  May New  Hampshire 
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1891. 

75.     Mrs.  Georgia   Page   Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last   nomination  of  Mrs.   Lily  Maealester  Laugh- 
ton,  second   Regent    (Madame   Bersihman). 


MRS.  JUSTINE   VAX   RENSSELAER    TOWXSEND. 
Third  Regent. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed   1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904,  died  1906 

~ Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippineott,  died  1S94 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd   Pendleton,  resigned    1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1S93 New  Yuri; 

SO.     Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb   Tennessee 

1S94. 
So.     Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1S97 Alabama 

1S95. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902.  .Nebraska 

85.  'Mrs.  William  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island. 

S6.     Miss  Amy  Townsend   New  York 

1S96. 

87.     Mrs.   Charles   Custis   Harrison    Pennsylvania 

SS.     Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxoy Texas 

1S9S. 
89.     Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.   R.   1).   Johnston    Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson   Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.   E.   Van   Rensselaer    West   Virginia 
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1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Prmgle    South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wra.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  .Airs.  Chas.  Deuby,  died  Dec-.  20,  1906 Indiana 

1905. 
9G.     Mrs.  Fannie  J.  D.  Rosrers Maryland 
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97.  Airs.  Alice  Key  Irwin    Ohio 

98.  Mrs.  Alary  F.  Failing   Oregon 

99.  Airs.  Eliza  F.  Leary Washington 

100.  Airs.  Frances  J.  Kicks Alississippi 

101.  Airs.   J.   Carter  Brown    Rhode  Island 


%m 


